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U N O F F I C I A L  F R E E  P L A N N E R

Purnululu Practical Planner
Spring Creek Track checklist · north vs south decision tree · heat & water · Kurrajong / Walardi camping · fees orientation ·
official Explore Parks WA links

Re-check everything officially. Road status, track openings, fees, camping availability and temporary closures change. Use
Explore Parks WA — Purnululu, alerts.dbca.wa.gov.au and Park Stay WA. This is an independent unofficial guide — not affiliated
with DBCA, Parks and Wildlife Service, the WA Government, or Gija and Jaru Traditional Owners. Emergency: 000.

Planning order: high-clearance 4WD + fuel → register at the Visitor Centre → camp at the end you will walk at dawn → one
cool-morning walk block (north or south) → heat rest → optional transfer. Two nights is the practical minimum for both ends.
Dry season only (about April–November — weather and roads permitting).

1. Cultural respect (Gija and Jaru Country)

Purnululu sits on Country of the Gija and Jaru people of the East Kimberley.
Stay on marked tracks. Do not climb beehive domes or enter closed cultural areas.
Leave no trace — carry all rubbish out. No pets. No campfires.
Drones are banned (drone-free area). This planner does not speak for Traditional Owners.

2. Before you leave base (checklist)

☐ High-clearance 4WD confirmed (2WD may be refused) — single-axle towables only if towing (check official)
☐ Fuel margin for 300+ km rough driving — nearest fuel Warmun (N of turn-off) or Halls Creek (S); none in park
☐ Water, food and rubbish plan (carry out); treat camp bore water
☐ PLB / satellite communicator; tell someone your plan and expected exit day
☐ Park Stay WA bookings for Kurrajong and/or Walardi (or commercial lodge via visitor centre channels)
☐ alerts.dbca.wa.gov.au checked the morning you leave sealed roads
☐ Entry fee process understood (pay official channels only — re-check live rates)
☐ Offline screenshots of bookings, maps and alerts while you still have signal

3. Access — Spring Creek Track

Unsealed track (about 53 km planning figure, typically 1.5–3 hours). Corrugations, dust, creek crossings, low speed environment.
If you break down, stay with the vehicle. Coverage is intermittent Optus at best.

☐ Tyre pressures reduced for corrugations (per vehicle manual); re-inflate for highway later
☐ Recovery kit / tools; spare water for vehicle as well as people
☐ No dual-axle caravans/campers plan (leave at highway facilities if available — check current options)
☐ Kununurra (~304 km) or Halls Creek (~160 km) services planned honestly

https://www.purnululunationalpark.com.au/
https://exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au/park/purnululu-national-park
https://alerts.dbca.wa.gov.au/
https://parkstay.dbca.wa.gov.au/


4. North vs south decision tree

South (classic first-timer)

The Domes — short beehive loop
Cathedral Gorge — amphitheatre
Piccaninny Creek Lookout (if energy)
Base: Walardi (no generators)
Longer: The Window / Whip Snake (fit, multi-night)

North (slot light)

Echidna Chasm — main northern walk
Mini Palms — longer / harder only if fit
Osmand / Bloodwoods lookouts (heat days)
Base: Kurrajong (generators only where/when
allowed)
Homestead / Escarpment — re-check open status

Arrival day only

Register at Visitor Centre
Set camp — do not stack a hard gorge
Kungkalanayi Lookout for orientation / sunset
Sleep early for cool morning walks

Turn-around rules

Heat / fatigue rising → lookouts only
Rain in catchment → leave narrow slots
Partial day still counts as success
~80 min internal transfer N↔S (dry planning figure)

5. Walk decision blocks

First visit / two nights (recommended)
Night Walardi → Domes + Cathedral cool morning → transfer → night Kurrajong → Echidna cool morning → exit.

One night only
Pick one end well (usually south). Do not invent both ends after a late Spring Creek arrival.

Extreme heat day
Lookouts only (Osmand, Bloodwoods, Kungkalanayi) or rest at camp. Official walking guidance ≈ 1 L water per hour.

No suitable 4WD
Scenic flight from Kununurra / Halls Creek for aerial context — not a substitute for multi-night ground time later.

6. Fees orientation (re-check live — not a permanent fee table)

Park entry (Explore Parks WA)

Standard vehicle (≤12): about $17 / concession $10
Large vehicle (>12): about $8 pp / concession $3.50
Motorcycle: about $10
Page last updated Nov 2024 — re-check official entry-
fees

Camping (Park Stay WA)

Kurrajong (north) · Walardi (south)
Kimberley rates orientation ≈ adult $15 / conc $12.50
/ child 6–15 $4.50 without higher facilities
Higher “with facilities” tier may apply — check
camping-fees page
Never book “official camping” via random third
parties

Private Bellburn lodges are commercial, not DBCA campgrounds. This site never affiliates park entry fees or Park Stay WA bookings.



7. Heat, remote safety & camp rules

Water: about 1 litre per person per hour of walking (official park guidance)
Heat: dry-season shoulder days can still hit 40 °C; rock radiates heat — early starts
Comms: intermittent Optus at visitor centre / campgrounds; free Wi-Fi may exist when VC open — do not rely on it
UHF: Channel 1 duplex north · Channel 4 duplex south (as published on park page)
Visitor Centre: (08) 9168 4295 (re-check live) · Halls Creek Police (08) 9168 9777 · 000
Camp: pit toilets, treat bore water, no showers, no bins, no campfires, carry rubbish out
No dogs · no drones · no swimming culture like Karijini pools — rock, heat, distance

8. Packing checklist

4WD & access

☐ Recovery tracks / snatch strap (know limits)
☐ Tyre gauge + 12 V compressor
☐ Full fuel margin + spare water for vehicle
☐ Offline maps / printed notes

Heat & sun

☐ 3 L+ water capacity per person
☐ Electrolytes
☐ UPF long sleeves + wide-brim hat
☐ SPF 50+ / mineral sunscreen

Walks & camp

☐ Sturdy grip footwear (rocky floors)
☐ Headlamp; first-aid + blister care
☐ Water treatment (bore water)
☐ Gas cooking only — no open fires

Remote & admin

☐ PLB / satellite messenger
☐ Optional UHF radio
☐ Park Stay confirmation + entry fee plan
☐ Emergency plan + 000

9. Two-night classic skeleton (default)

Day 0–1

Fuel · alerts · Spring Creek Track
Register · set Walardi
Easy lookout only if late

Day 1 cool morning

Domes + Cathedral Gorge
Midday shade / recovery
Optional transfer north

Day 2 cool morning

Echidna Chasm (± Mini Palms)
Lookouts if heat spikes
Exit with fuel margin

Success metrics

Nobody heat-sick
One end done properly per morning
Rubbish out · fees paid officially
Still friends after corrugations

10. Official links (verify before you go)

Park: https://exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au/park/purnululu-national-park
Alerts: https://alerts.dbca.wa.gov.au/



Park Stay WA: https://parkstay.dbca.wa.gov.au/
Entry fees: https://exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au/park-entry-fees
Camping fees: https://exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au/camping-fees
Emergency WA: https://www.emergency.wa.gov.au/
Guide visit page: https://www.purnululunationalpark.com.au/visit/
Guide maps: https://www.purnululunationalpark.com.au/maps/

www.purnululunationalpark.com.au — Farming Domains (ABN 66 786 225 704) · Unofficial visitor guide · Ian Piggott

Not affiliated with DBCA, Parks and Wildlife Service WA, the Western Australian Government, the Purnululu Park Council, or Gija and Jaru Traditional
Owners.

Some commercial stay / tour / gear links on the website may earn a commission. Park entry fees and Park Stay WA camping are never affiliated. Fee
figures above are planning orientation only — re-check official pages.


